PROGRAMME
European
Parliament

EU Parliamentary

Democracy Forum

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
HEMICYCLE | 19 NOVEMBER 2025

09:00 -11:00| REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS AND WELCOME COFFEE

11:00 - 11:30 | OPENING SESSION: “THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTS IN DEFENDING

DEMOCRACY"

OPENING ADDRESSES:
- Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament

- Sgren Gade, Speaker of the Danish Parliament
Family Photo

KEYNOTE INTERVENTION:
- Maria Ressa, Journalist and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (online)

11:30 -13:00| SESSION | - STRENGTHENING PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY THROUGH

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

Exploring strategies and best practices to strengthen trust in democracy and its
institutions, with a focus on grassroots movements, citizen participation, and youth
engagement in democratic processes.

SCENE SETTER:
- Kalypso Nicolaidis, Chair in Global Affairs at the School of Transnational Governance (EUI)

OPEN DEBATE WITH KEYNOTE REMARKS BY:
- Sven Simon, Chair of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO), European Parliament

- Nicolae Stefanuta, Vice-President for Relations with European civil society organisations,
including the European Citizens' Initiative, European Parliament

- José Pedro Aguiar-Branco, President of the Assembly of the Republic of Portugal
- Raya Nazaryan, President of the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria

MODERATED BY:

- Emilie Tournier, Deputy Spokesperson, Directorate-General for Communication, European
Parliament

- David Lundy, Communications Advisor, Directorate-General for Parliamentary Democracy
Partnerships, European Parliament
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13:00-14:30 | LUNCH BREAK

14:30 -16:00| SESSION Il - OVERCOMING POLITICAL POLARISATION

Exploring the causes and consequences of deepening ideological divisions within democratic
societies; examining the rise in violence against politicians; discussing measures, including the
role of parliamentarians, to reduce polarisation and promote democratic dialogue.

SCENE SETTER:
- Ken Godfrey, Executive Director of the European Partnership for Democracy (EPD)

OPEN DEBATE WITH KEYNOTE REMARKS BY:
- Javier Zarzalejos, Chair of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE),
European Parliament

- Daiga Mierina, Speaker of the Latvian Parliament
- Katarina Barley, Vice-President for Relations with National Parliaments, European Parliament
- Kamzy Gunaratnam, Member of the Parliament of the Kingdom of Norway

MODERATED BY:
- Sarah Sheil, Director for Members' Research Service, Directorate-General for Parliamentary
Research Services, European Parliament

- James Maher, Deputy Spokesperson, Directorate-General for Communication, European
Parliament

16:00-16:40| CONVERSATION WITH MICHAEL MCGRATH, COMMISSIONER FOR

DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE, THE RULE OF LAW AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

CHAIRED BY:

- Esteban Gonzalez Pons, Vice-President for Relations with National Parliaments, European
Parliament

16:40 - 17:10 | COFFEE BREAK

17:10 - 18:40 | SESSION Il - BUILDING RESILIENCE

Exploring tools and policies, aligned with the European Democracy Shield, to protect
democracies against hybrid threats, foreign interference, disinformation, cyber threats, and
other vulnerabilities, while also examining the role of technology in strengthening democratic
processes.
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SCENE SETTER:
- Paula Gori, Secretary-General and Coordinator of the European Digital Media Observatory
(EDMO)

OPEN DEBATE WITH KEYNOTE REMARKS BY:
- Nathalie Loiseau, Chair of the Special Committee on the European Democracy Shield (EUDS),
European Parliament

- Radu Marian, Chair of the Economic, Budget and Finance Committee, Parliament of the
Republic of Moldova
- Peeter Tali, Chair of the EU Affairs Committee, Parliament of the Republic of Estonia

- George Papandreou, General Rapporteur on Democracy for the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE)

MODERATED BY:

- Delphine Colard, Spokesperson, Directorate-General for Communication, European
Parliament

« Philip Tulkens, Director for ICT Infrastructure and Security Operations, Directorate-General for
Information Technologies and Cybersecurity, European Parliament

18:40 -19:00| CLOSING SESSION: “TOWARDS A PARTNERSHIP ON PARLIAMENTARY

DEMOCRACY"
SPEAKERS:
- Esteban Gonzalez Pons, VVice-President for Relations with National Parliaments, European
Parliament

- Katarina Barley, Vice-President for Relations with National Parliaments, European Parliament

MODERATED BY:
- Sanna Lepola, Director-General for Parliamentary Democracy Partnerships, European
Parliament

19:00 - 20:00| NETWORKING RECEPTION (by registration only)




